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As another month goes by during this 

very strange and unsure time, it is 

good to be able to say as David did, 

“The Lord is my rock, my strength, 

in whom I will trust; my buckler, and 

the horn of my salvation, and my 

high tower. I will call upon the Lord 

who is worthy to be praised…” 
 

I was preparing a lesson from Ps 61 

and considering how fulfilling our 

promises or vows to God are related 

to the heritage we have of those that 

have trusted in His name. There are 

times when we must make a difficult 

decision based on a promise we have 

made to God. And many times, God 

will bring to remembrance the 

heritage we have of those who have 

trusted in His name. The scriptures 

are full of examples and we are 

blessed with the opportunity to 

meditate on their lives and 

contemplate their fear of God.  
 

Here in Ilocos Norte, we have not 

had a slue of Covid cases as other 

areas in the Philippines have been 

experiencing. As result of this we 

have been allowed some additional 

freedoms that were inhibited before. 

We do not need to have passes to 

leave our community, and we do not 

need to tell the authorities where we 

are going. When the month of June 

started, we also started to bring in the 

children again to church. And we 

praise the Lord for their faithfulness 

to come. It is challenging as we try to 

keep the children inside the building 

as much as possible, just to alleviate 

the complaints of others. We decided 

to split up the children’s class and 

this has been a real blessing because 

we have more participation than we 

did in the past. 
 

We decided also that it was time to 

move up to the main church the 

 

students who will be in Junior high this 

next year. As a result of this decision, 2 

young ladies who are special needs, 

also decided that they would like to be 

in the main church. And we are 

praying that salvation will become 

even more clearer to them.  
 

As a result of the additional freedoms, 

we decided to start up again the Bible 

School Institute in Pagudpud. And this 

has been a real blessing as well just to 

fellowship with other believers. I told 

Kristi after the first meeting, that what 

a blessing it was to talk about the Bible 

and our Savior with fellow Christians 

that we had not seen for about 2 

months.  
 

We also started up the Saturday soul-

winning again. However, we are very 

cautious with our visits. Because our 

area is a small area, everyone knows 

everyone, but there still is a fear of 

being social. (Yes, it is a media thing.) 

So, the teens are visiting the children 

who come and other specific visit with 

some of their friends.  
 

Personally, more and more 

opportunities for soul-winning have 

opened up. There is still some fear. 

However, God has graciously opened 

up several good opportunities that we 

have not had before. Some of the these 

are a result of the church trying to help 

out in various ways during the 

quarantine. Some of the opportunities 

are a result of lack of work and people 

just hanging out. Regardless of the 

reasons, our God is worthy to be 

praised. Please continue to pray for 

Manzio. He has been coming fairly 

frequently to church. He listens and his 

daughter says he is starting to agree 

with the Bible in various ways. Please 

also pray for Jerry. His wife attends 

faithfully but he has not been open 

recently probably due the influence of  

his co-workers in the government.  
 

Please also pray for Ercie, the young 

lady from Dumalneg who is serving in 

Vietnam as a teacher. Just recently, 

one of the children in their school 

school was abused by a member of the 

church. Of course this is a big issue 

for them. Please pray for wisdom as 

they seek to glorify God through this 

issue.  
 

Here in Dumalneg about three weeks 

ago, I had two separate people ask 

about diviners or those who have 

power to talk to the spirits. They also 

asked at the same time about charms 

to defend their body and home against 

evil. Apparently, there was an issue in 

our area about why several people 

recently had heart attacks or other 

health issues. Many have claimed it is 

a result of spirits. So it was necessary 

to hit this head on and share solidly 

what the Bible teaches. And we 

realized that the older generation rely  

on the spirits for their decisions. Many 

times, they will offer a sacrifice to 

appease the spirits if their child has an 

unexplained rash. What a sad thing to 

live in a constant state of fear than to 

trust in our creator who has not given 

to those who trust in Him a spirit of 

fear. Ironically, the Sunday that I 

spoke on spiritism was a day in which 

we had two visitors. Sadly, they left 

immediately after the Sunday school 

hour. My friends, we are not fighting 

against flesh and blood, and yet it 

seems to be that way sometimes. The 

battle we are in is a spiritual one. And 

we must fight it with the armor of 

God, the sword of the spirit, and the 

communication lines of prayer.  
 

Thank you so much for your prayers 

and support. Our God is good. A 

stronghold in the day of trouble. He 

knoweth them that that trust in Him.  

 

mailto:jonedwardmason@gmail.com
mailto:kristimichellemason@gmail.com

