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We thank you so much for another 

month of prayer for us. You might say 

we are still in recovery mode from the 

high school and college camp. And 

yes, God answered many prayers and 

showed us His power.  
 

The camp was held on the week of the 

13th. Prior to the camp, it had been 

raining every afternoon. The weather 

channel informed us that our area here 

in Ilocos Norte was in a monsoon 

trough. So, we prayed faithfully and 

asked many to pray as well. We were 

not completely sure how many 

churches would actually come. One 

church asked if we had another venue 

if it rained. We said “No, but are 

praying it will not rain. Ask God what 

is His will for your church.” Other 

pastors were a little concerned with the 

covid. We informed them that we 

would continue regardless. Listen to 

His voice.  
 

So, Monday night, the churches started 

to arrive and it rained for about 45 

minutes. The path to the camp was 

extremely muddy. So, we took off our 

flip-flops and slowly eased our way up. 

And you know what God did? From 

the time the camp started until that 

weekend, there was no rain. When you 

read (Ps 29) you will several 

references to the voice of God and the 

wind. And that is exactly what God 

did. It was quite windy the whole 

week. And every time a dark cloud 

appeared, the wind blew it out to the 

ocean. What a testimony of Gods 

power for those in attendance. And if 

Gods voice is that powerful and we 

know it is, imagine what He could do 

with us if we would be like Samuel 

and not let His words fall to the 

ground.  
 

When  we started the camp on Tuesday 

morning at 5:30am, we had about 55 

campers. And then all of the groups 

that we thought would not come 

shewed up. We ended up with  

close to 100 campers which them 

ballooned up to about 130 in the 

evening. One pastor told us that one of 

the officials told him that if they came to 

the camp, they would all be quarantined 

for 14 days. They came anyways based 

on Gods will. And we praise the Lord 

that another official overruled the 

decision and nothing happened.  
 

The spirit of the camp was great. We 

decided to have counselor times after the 

services instead of an group invitation. 

This allowed for a more personal 

approach and many of the teens were 

willing to open their hearts and share 

their true struggles. To my understanding 

there were two that trusted in Christ. One 

was a cousin of a faithful member of the 

church here in Dumalneg. This was her 

first time to join a church camp; first 

time to hear godly music; first time to 

seriously hear the gospel. As first she 

caused many deductions for her team 

because she simply did not understand. 

She could not understand why what she 

was doing was wrong. She comes from a 

severe broken family and it has affected 

her greatly But, on Wednesday night she 

found peace for her soul and her spirit 

changed for the remainder of the camp.  
 

On Thursday afternoon some of the 

pastor and campers started to receive 

texts to inform them that the next town 

over would be locked down for the next 

two weeks. Of course, this was not an 

official statement but only the rumors 

going around based on rising cases of 

covid. And to be honest with you could 

sense a spirit of fear arising in many. At 

several said that they needed to go home 

right away. We encouraged them to stay 

for the final preaching. And we praise 

the Lord that they did. The final 

preaching was powerful and pressed for 

commitment as a good soldier of Jesus 

Christ. Many good decisions were made. 

We battle not against flesh and blood. 

But our God was so gracious and we 

praise the Lord for His hand in all that  

done. He proved to us again that 

decisions of faith in His will lead to an 

increase of faith in His way.  
 

The following Sunday, the next town 

over was placed in quarantine. So all 

churches in that town were forbidden to 

meet. Our area in Dumalneg was not 

greatly affected by this information 

even though the town is our neighbor. 

However we did notice that all of the 

other churches decided not to meet. We 

decided to continue. The following 

week I was speaking with an employee 

of the government and he ask me why 

we were the only church that met. He 

asked why we were hard headed. His 

wife is a member of the church. A 

challenging question to answer for an 

unsaved person. But, we were able to 

share with him about the preeminence 

of Christ and His ultimate authority. We 

shared with him about an assured faith, 

not a prideful faith or a convenient faith. 

God has been so gracious.  
 

Of course after any type of victory, we 

can expect some challenges to try and 

destroy the excitement and unity of 

serving Christ. We had a situation here 

in Dumalneg. But we praise the Lord for 

His word and wisdom to resolve the 

issue. This past Sunday, there was peace 

again. Pastor Jun in Pagudpud also 

reported some situations kind of like 

Moses- personal attacks on his 

authority. And yes, Moses example of 

meekness still works today. “The Lord 

is good, a strong hold in the day of 

trouble. He knoweth them that trust in 

Him.”   
 

Please pray for us and the upcoming 

decisions we must make. In the next few 

months we will need to renew two 

passports at the embassy in Manila and 

renew our visa as well.  
 

Thank you again. Your prayers have 

made the difference. And we value them 

greatly.  
 

The Mason family  
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The muddy pathway. Monday Afternoon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group Counselor Time 

 


