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LABOURING IN AUSTRALIA SINCE 1974 

" The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few." Matt 9:37 
  Prayer/Newsletter Update 2Q2021 

  
 
Dear Praying Friends and Faithful Supporters and  Fellow Co-labourers, 
 
Greetings in the name of the Lord from North Queensland, 

Thank you for praying for Mervyn Gnanakan. He's been stuck in India for over a 
year and a half, had 2 repatriation flights to Australia cancelled. But, praise the 
Lord, he was in the boarding line of a chartered repatriation flight out of India 
when I spoke to 2  days ago, and has arrived in Sydney, Australia yesterday, and 
will have to go into government accomodation isolation for 2 weeks. 
 
Since our last letter, I have been preaching and teaching, outreach street 
witnessing in the market places, public events such as agricultural shows, 
carnivals, and fairs, etc. Mentoring several young men for pastoring in different 
towns has also been ongoing for the last few years. Please pray for young fellows 
in North Queensland, and several young men in New South Wales, particularly for 
young men in a Chinese church in New South Wales. The Chinese pastor there I 
know and love is 85 years old and has not been in good health, he has had me 
come down to mentor some young fellows there to take the work over if the Lord 
calls him home. Just a few weeks ago when I was there, I challenged these young 
men to be ready, to be prepared to stand in the gap should their pastor be taken 
home. 
 
The last 6 months have been very hectic. Though we have had several total 
lockdowns for weeks and months at a time, which has included being banned 
from being out on the streets, and from holding public meetings, and church 
services, we have had to use other methods and devices to hold church services, 
and to preach God's Word. Services have been recorded via youtube and zoom. 
Not only here where we live, and labour, but this has been done in other locations 
where I have gone to preach, teach and to mentor others in Queensland and also 
several other  states. Phone, texts, and Emails have also been ways and means of 
contacting and staying in touch with people. I was actually caught up in a 
lockdown for 3 weeks, where I could not leave Sydney, but when I was able to 
leave (27 hour driving trip), I made it back to Queensland, but had to go straight 
home, allowed only to get fuel take away food for the trip, and have had to go into 
home isolation for 2 weeks, which finishes tomorrow. 
 
While in lockdown in Sydney, I got a number of teaching and mentoring 



opportunites with a Chinese mother and her 2 children   who were living at the 
church manse where I had my caravan parked in the church parking lot. Her 
Chinese mother was living there in the church manse as well. The pastor of the 
church was there a couple of times during these sessions. Other times, this 
young mother would come, knock on my door with one or both of her children, 
bring  me Chinese meals, and ask me if she could ask me questions. I would take 
the food, and step outside and stand and answer her questions, sometimes for 
over an hour. The pastor told me that she would also hold him up in the parking 
lot asking a whole heap questions as well. So I sat down with this young mother 
and her daughter in one of the school classrooms at the church, and put a whole 
lot of pdf files on doctrinal information and Bible studies and lots of information 
on a memory stick for her. 
 
The interesting thing about this young Chinese mother is: she and her children 
had come back from China where her Chinese husband is a missionary. She is 
living in the church manse in Sydney waiting for her missionary husband to 
return from China, and she does now know when that will be. He is in grave 
danger doing what he is doing in China. He speaks very little English, and says 
he would love to meet me, but she has been passing on all the answers and 
information that we have given her to her husband in China, and she has been 
zooming all the preaching that I have been doing into China, and interpreting the 
preaching to her husband and others watching. Wow. She has also been passing 
on all this new information and answers to others in China and Australia through 
various types of social media. She even won a Chinese lady to Lord, one Sunday 
afternoon through what she has been doing with all this. Please pray for her and 
her husband, especially for his safety in China, and that he will be able to get out 
and get back to Australia real soon. With Australian borders closed, this is just 
another hurdle and complication to overcome, but the Lord can undertake in this 
situation. 
 
Helen had facial surgery 7 weeks ago to remove sun cancer (basal cell 
carcinoma) from her nose, and flesh removed from her neck to do a skin graft and 
reconstructive surgery on her nose where they removed the cancer. 
She was planning to come with me, but hospital appointments and the Sydney 
lockdown prevented this, so Helen stayed home to recover. So it's been a bit 
rough on her with heart problems and the cancer surgery. Please pray for her, 
thank you. 
 
In between lockdowns, and when and where we have had freedom of movement 
between towns that are not in lockdown areas, we have been on the road also 
reaching out to towns in the outback and remote areas of central and western 
Queensland where there is no outreach, no witness, where churches closed down 
years ago. We have been carrying boxes of Gospel tracts far and wide to get out 
the Word of God. 
 
It's that time of the year when the annual agricultural shows (like county fairs) 



take place all over the state, moving from town to town. People come from miles 
around to attend these shows. Of course they have sideshow alley, lots of take 
away food stands, but many ring events like woodchopping, horse and cattle 
events, poultry, and dog competitions, and much, much more. For decades we 
have gone to these local shows evangelizing, giving out tracts, but in recent 
months, we have travelled  to many more of these shows around the state. 
Thousands of people attend these events, and it's is a great opportunity to give 
out Gospel tracts and to engage people. These are the type of things to get young 
people involoved in, and to mentor young men in public and personal 
evengelism. It's a great training ground. 
 
Driving thousands of kilometres since our last letter, we have gone to the shows 
in Gympie, Ipswich, Maryborough, Kingaroy, Childers, witnessing and giving out 
tracts. Even had a muslim mother (wearing her hejab) pushing a baby in a pram 
take a tract, and she went and sat down reading it. Please pray for people to get 
saved through these tracts. 
 
Right now half of the Australian population coast to coast is in lockdown once 
again. State borders are closed, and there are restrictions on freedom of 
movement around the country and from state to state. So for now we are confined 
to our home state, and even in it there are lockdowns and restrictions which can 
hamper and hinder goals. Missions outreaches, youth camps, conferences, 
marriage retreats, and even weddings have had to be cancelled or at least 
postponed until we are allowed to move around as we always have. 
 
I just read this morning that New South Wales will continue lockdown for another 
4 weeks, and may even extend the lockdowns till December. 
 
Here is a link to today's secular news article about Australia's lockdowns being 
like a prison. Just click on this link from news.com.au - World reacts to latest 
Aussie lockdowns. 
 
https://www.news.com.au/world/coronavirus/australia/world-reacts-to-australias-
latest-spate-of-lockdowns/news-
story/230c31dfcc9735791568378b8f530120#.ufuyg 
 
Our goals are still to get out and about and go where we can to get out the Gospel 
in Queensland, which is bigger than the state of Texas. We will be going to towns, 
villages and communities. Missionaries, pastors, and churches have been asking 
me to come and help them out in their times of need. Mentoring young men for 
the ministry and them pastoring has been a part of all of this. 
 
For now, and in the immediate future, if the Lord spares me, my aim is to continue 
to do all of the above and more. Again, remembering limitations have been 
imposed upon us under the state and federal health acts and laws, and 
legislation, a lot of which has been formulated and made up on the run. Heavy 

http://news.com.au/
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fines and jail time for those in violation of theses laws. So treading this fine line, 
and not wanting to violate these laws, we have to work within those parameters, 
and do what the Lord would have us do in coming months. And when and if all 
state borders are open and restrictions lifted, and freedom of movement is 
allowed, we will be playing catch up on so many of the things that have been 
disallowed, due to the pandemic and recurring lockdowns, doing street 
ministries, open air outreaches, for streets and lanes, market places, and town 
squares, Lord willing. 
 
I was due to  be there in the States last year, even had dates set to be out in the 
mid-west, but the covid19 pandemic put an end to all those dates, flights, and 
meetings arranged. We still may not be allowed to fly out of Australia until maybe 
late 2022 or even sometime in 2023. But once we are given the okay to fly to the 
USA once again, be assured that I will be re-arranging meetings to come and 
report. Thank you for your patience. 
 
Thank you all once and again for standing with and behind us all these years, and 
by God's grace, and with your prayer, we will continue to labour on and through 
these difficult times. 

 

    Yours in His service, 
  Bernie Hong 

I John 5:11 
E-mail Address      bhongtbm@bigpond.com   or   THEHONGS@bigpond.com 
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