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THE HONGS

LABOURING IN AUSTRALIA SINCE 1974

" The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few." Matt 9:37
OUR LATEST PRAYER/ NEWSLETTER FOR 2017

Dear Praying Friends and Faithful Supporters,

Greetings once again in the name of the Lord Jesus from Mackay, North Queensland.

I must firstly apologize for getting this letter out later than I would want to, and so I'd ask you please forgive m
e. Right now, I am running about 3 weeks behind on a number of things, and now catching up on these thing
s bit by bit, and feeling a bit worn out and burnt out.

It has been a very strenuous couple of months with all that has been going on. One of which has been dealin
g with the State Government, who have told us that we have to become and lncorporated Association as a C
hurch, which would virtually give them power and say over the church, its finances, changing the church con
stitution to align and allow the Government to virtually control the Church here, and much, much more. At lea
st that's the way I see it when filling in all the required documentation. We think we are being hindered and p
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ut off till the Same Sex Marriage Plebiscite is revealed in a week or so. lt is a yes vote to allow, or a no vote t
o disallow Same Sex Marriage. We pray the NO vote wins, of course. lf the yes vote wins, everything, and I

mean everything will change. The Yes Vote group want Churches to be forced to marry same sex couples. lf
the Yes Vote wins, Federal, State, and Local Government laws will have io be changed, as well as school an
d education laws and policies. Pray for us. I fly down to the State Capitol this Tuesday to again deal with the \--
State Government on our position as a local New Testament Church, which, we believe is and should be sep
arate from the State.

With the Australian Federal Government also in disarray over dual citizenship of its politicians (7 have alread
y been fired, many more may be fired), there is an agenda to take away the conservatives' power and majorit
y, so The Same Sex Marriage Laws can be passed in spite of what the plebiscite says, even if the people of
Australia say No. There is also the looming State election this month. Pray we'll get a conservative State Gov
ernment. The current one is no friend to Churches like the ones we establish.

In the last month, I spent one week was on a missions trip into the Northern Rivers area of New South Wales
. Along with several other preachers and missionaries, helping a man in his outreach trying to plant a church
in that region. During this time my left knee gave out, and has hindered my ability to get around as fast as I n
ormally do, so that has slowed everything down stuff is piling up.

Returning back to North Queensland by road (23 hours down and 23 hours back) after this missions trip, I als
o filled in one Sunday for a missionary brother in the state capitol who had gone back to the States to report t
o his churches. Missionaries don't get to go back to the States as often as they would in past decades, and g
etting someone to fill in can be a problem, unless you can get fellow missionaries and preacher friends to tra
vel the distance to fill in for you.

After being back in Mackay, North Queensland for a week, Helen and I drove 8 hours north to Malanda. My tr
ip up there was to partake in the commissioning service for a young man by the name of David Onus. I have
spoken of him in past letters. He was called by the work in Mackay to be the Assistant Pastor. He answered t
he call and I was up there to not only preach at his commissioning, but to also help load lhe truck we had hir
ed to bring all his furniture and belongings back to Mackay for storage, till he could get a rented house, and
when that was available, to move all this out of storage and into his house. Thank the Lord for the men in the
work here who helped move this stuff from storage, 2 runs using 2 pickup trucks, 2 trailers, 1 van and 3 cars.

It is our prayer and desire that this young man, who is 27 and married with 4 small children, will take over the
work and replace me becoming the Pastor. Pray for this to be accomplished by this time next year so I can c
ome back and report to our churches, and determine what the Lord would have me do after this. Please pray
with us about this, thank you.

All our ministries are still being maintained and powering on, with Thursday night street evangelism and tract
distribution. Saturday mornings have slowed me down a bit with my knee being damaged, and my public sch
ool classes/congregation will break up for the year on the 30th of November, public school graduation dinner,
the 5th of December. Pray I will have opportunities to once again talk to parents of the kids I have been teach
ing Bible this year in the public school system.

The orthopedic surgeon saw me Monday this week and ordered an MRI on my knee, which was done the sa
me day. I will get the results of the scan in about 2 weeks. I don't know what he will do to fix my knee. Please
pray about it with us.

And, starting Friday night we are having revival meetings through Sunday. Please pray for God to move in a
mighty way.

I am now 67 and Helen turns 67 next month. We have been doing this for 43 years now, and my prayer is tha
t the Lord will keep us strong and wellto continue to do what He wants us to do. As a whole, tteten and I kee
p pretty well, except for a few minor things we have to do to keep physically maintained.

Our thanks to you for being so supportive of our work, mission, and ministries. again, sorry for the delay in ge J
tting this letter out to you.

May the Lord continue to bless your lives and labours there on the other side of the,big pond (the Pacific Oce
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