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Dear Friends,
One of the hardest things to do is wait on the Lord. Earlier this year I thought we were close to a deal on a
new location only to have the doors systematically close. Things that I thought would happen this year did not.
On the other hand, things that I did not expect to happen did. We are not discouraged, just waiting to see
what God doing. Waiting on the Lord does not mean that we sit on our hands doing nothing, but rather we
keep on serving like "waiters" at a restaurant. Please pray. We are still in need of a larger space in a better
Iocation that will communicate "we are here to stay." We also need laborers; people that have a mind to be
used of God to build.
We are facing new challenges that I believe are part of the growth process of a church plant; probably part
of any church's growth process. lt may just seem more obvious to us because a church plant is newer, smaller,
and less developed than an older work. At each step we have to live a bit more by faith. God is faithful.
Our family is doing well and growing. Autumn, her husband Ben, and their two children live close by and
serve with us. Greg Jr. is now in the United States Navy. He is a hospital corpsman (medical field) and will be
stationed in San Antonio, TX by the time you receive this update. His wife, Shay, and their two daughters are
living in Texas as well. Shay is expecting a baby boy in January, our fifth grandchild. Aimee is still going to
school (her third year) in Fargo, ND and has found a suitor; a fine young man at the Bible college who is from
Nebraska. Noah is at home working and saving up money to go back to school next fall. He is a great help in
the ministry. Allyson is a senior in high school with plans to attend college next fall. She has such a servant's
heart. Benjamin is a tenth grader, growing like a weed, loving the Lord, and serving in the church. My wife and
children do a great deal of "behind the scenes" work and I am so grateful for them. God and very few people
know the sacrifices they have made and continue to make. They will be rewarded greatly. We had a great
Thanksgiving and were able to spend some time together as a family musing on the goodness of God.
As we come to the end of yet another year I cannot help but be ENCOURAGED. Our theme for 201-8 was "l
Will Build" taken from the words our Lord and found in Matthew 16:18. There have been people saved,
baptized, and added to the church. Disciples are being made. Building is taking place. We have expanded our
seating capacity but we have also expanded our sending capacity. We now support four foreign missionaries
and our people are reaching their family, friends, co-workers, acquaintances, and strangers with the good
news of the Gospel. God has allowed us to be used in leaving an impact on our city and influencing our
community. lt was a good year, but the best is yet to come. God is advancing His work. God is ALWAYS
advancing His work.

We could not do what we do without your faithful,
generous support in prayer, giving, or both and hope l'e
that you all will have a very merry Christmas and ? :i ..; ,=..:,.,i.,

blessed New Year.
Your Friends and Co-laborers,

Greg Sr., Beth Ann, Ally, and Ben

