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" The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few." Matt 9:37 
Our Latest Prayer/Newsletter Update 

  

Dear Praying Friends and Faithful Supporters and  Fellow Co-labourers, 
 
Greetings in the name of the Lord from the Atherton Tablelands in north Queensland. 
Just to update you all about what has been happening here in Australia. 
 
As with so many other countries, we are still experiencing lockdowns of many and varied 
types from state to state. Though some restrictions have been eased a little. 
 
I had been labouring in NSW just before Queensland locked down for the second time, 
but I was able to get back in with a general residential Queensland permit. But hard lock 
downs have been in place for several months (5 months) now with most states not 
allowing out of state residents to cross their borders. Some wives haven't been allowed 
to be with their husbands for 7 or 8 months, same with children seeing their dads. This 
has happened when one spouse works in another state in the mining industry, and other 
fly in fly out type of employment. 
 
Last Friday some states opened their borders, only to shut them down a few days later, 
because someone brought covid 19 across state borders. What a mess. Mass job losses, 
firms and companies closed down, and so many have gone out of business because of 
this Pandemic. 
 
Churches in Queensland have now been allowed by the Government to have 1 person 
per 2 square metres in their congregations (1 person per 2 square yards approx), but 
football, sports and nightlife can have gatherings in their thousands. What does that tell 
you? There is however, further talk today of the Queensland border being fully opened 
on  the first of December. Watch this space. 
 
Bro. David Onus asked me to help him out during this Pandemic lockdown by doing 
Wednesday night meetings while he is still trying to get through his Bible college studies 
and lessons. I told  him that while we were confined to our local area, I will help him out. 
The restrictions have kept people away from church and churches, and we have had to 
divide the congregation when it was larger than the Government allowed, and take the 
second part of the congregation to another location to hold the service, so I have also 
been on stand by to do this. And during this time, we have seen visitors and new people 
come to the services. Some of them are saved, some are not, and some have not come 
back. 
 
Sometimes I feel like John Bunyan in his confinement, but the Word of God is not bound. 
We are still getting out the Word via MP3 links and Zoom. And we don't know what the 
outcome of all this will be. It would be nice to know, but maybe we won't know until 
Eternity who or how many have gotten saved, or gotten right with God. 



 
I've been on the road, down to Tannum Sands to preach for a pastor who had lost his 
dad, out to Moranbah and Nebo to see about doing outreach there. And now we are up in 
North Queensland. I have been preaching and teaching on the End Times for the last 33 
weeks, even when I have been on the road, I've been able to pre-record the messages 
and teaching and send them to Bro. David Onus, and he has been sending them out to 
folks. Got invited out of state to come and minister at a Christian school camp, but due to 
the lockdowns, I was only able to do this through Zoom, but it was good that the kids and 
teachers could see and hear me, and I them. We had a great time. 
 
Opportunites have arisen that have allowed me do some teaching and Bible studies over 
the phone with new contacts, and also follow ups with Emails and PDF files and Jpeg 
charts. Some of the contacts have been local, interstate, and within Queensland. One of 
the familes I was invited to visit is the Bowman family. The dad was saved in some 
Gospel meetings else where years ago, but has not been in church, or been baptized. 
The family is very wary of high pressure salesmen type pastors, evangelists, and the 
numbers, numbers, numbers, church groups. So please pray for them to come along. 
 
Street evangelism is still banned, as is the passing out of Gospel tracts. We are being 
told that the Pandemic virus may be on the Tracts surface and may be passed on from 
person to person. And on that point, some places will not take cash for the same reason. 
But we have always known the Scripture calls it filthy lucre. It's always carried so many 
germs. Australian money notes are plastic and carry heaps of germs. One Believer I 
know washes his money to wash off the germs, but he does not call it money laundering. 
But it seems it's okay to handle and sort through products at the grocery store and 
supermarket that many people have handled, especially fruit and vegetables, and pre-
packed, plastic wrapped meats in the meat fridges. Talk about double standards and 
hypocrisy. That's the world we live in. 
 
 
One of the main things I am getting questions about now from all over the place is about 
the Rapture question. So many who once held to the Pre-Tribulation Rapture have slowly 
and quietly departed from this doctrinal position, and have taken up the Post Tribulation 
Rapture position. We are now showing these folks who are sending enquiries why we 
hold to the Pre-Millennial, Pri-Trib Position. I am amazed how so many Christians have 
told me that they have never heard of the Rapture before the Tribulation. Several 
fundamental missionaries out here have changed their positions to post-Trib, some other 
fundamental pastors and evangelists have also done the same, and it has split churches, 
stumbled Christians, and done untold damage to the cause of Christ out here, and also 
on other mission fields, especially where folks have been saved out of Post- Trib cults, 
only to see those who won them to Christ have gone into the error that they themselves 
were saved out of. 
 
Two Australian familes have been ready to go to other mission fields, one is Madagascar, 
and the other is East Timor (Timor Leste), but they too have been unable to leave 
Australia because of the lack of flights, and of course, those countries restricting who 
comes in. One family has been ready to go and take over a work that has been started by 
another missionary, who has had to come back to Australia  for cancer surgery, and has 
been here for months and may not even live. Please pray for these missionaries. 
 
We took our home off the real estate market a couple of months ago, due to all this 



uncertainty and restrictions, but also exploitation by sales people trying to keep sale 
prices down so they could get quick sales and quick commissions, which I mentioned in 
previous updates. But now borders may open next month, and there seems to be an 
inlfux of buyers who have wanted to get out of their state lockdowns and move to 
Queensland to  live, we may be able to sell our home and get a decent price for it. Please 
pray about this for us. 
 
I was due to be reporting to our churches in the mountains and in the mid-west in June 
and July this year, but all of that got cancelled when flights were cancelled, and so we 
had to cancel meetings. To date, there is no confirmation on when we will be allowed or 
able to fly. Some airlines say it will be mid 2021, some say 2022. So I apologize that I can 
not be more specific about when I may be able to come to the States again. 
 
Once and again we thank you for all your faithful prayer and support. And our thanks for 
all the financial gifts that have been sent to us and our ministry. I would like to express 
our sincere gratitude. We too have been praying for all the people, pastors, churches, 
and individuals who have also been going through this Covid 19 epidemic there is the 
USA. 
 
May the Lord continue to use you where you are to bring lost souls to the saving 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

    Yours in His service, 
Bro. Bernie Hong 

I John 5:11 
E-mail Address      bhongtbm@bigpond.com   or   THEHONGS@bigpond.com 
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