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THE HONGS 

 
LABOURING IN AUSTRALIA SINCE 1974 

" The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few." Matt 9:37 
  Prayer/Newsletter Update 1Q2021 

  

Dear Praying Friends and Faithful Supporters and  Fellow Co-labourers, 
 
Greetings in the name of the Lord from North Queensland, 
 
Thank you for praying for rain for us. We praise the Lord we have seen some nice 
rain, especially Stanthorpe, whose town dam was empty, which was out of water 
for over a year, water being trucked in, but now the town's dam is full. A few 
places are still suffering from the drought and bushfires that have decimated 
communities. 

Because Australian states have had severe and strict lockdowns, we have not 
had the freedom of movement from state to state. Airports are virtually empty, 
especially for international flight arrivals and departures. This has stopped the 
coronavirus from spreading, but it has come at a tremendous cost to everyone, 
and I mean everyone, from homelife, school, employment, business, travel, etc., 
etc. We asked you to pray for Mervyn to get a flight from India to Australia, and 
we rejoice to tell you he has been able to get one after waiting for over a year and 
a half, because India and airlines there have also been in lockdown. But we have 
been working through and around these things, and have had to change and re-
adjust to a lot of things. Hymn books have not been used for over a year, and 
right now we have to wear masks during services, even for singing, but 
songleaders and preachers are exempt from wearing them while preaching or 
songleading, but masks won't have to be worn after the 15th of April, unless there 
is another virus transmission revealed. 

I'll just insert here that Qantas airways have told me that I still may not be able to 
fly to the USA until 2022, but that could change, and so again, I apologize that I 
have not been able to get back to report to the churches we missed in 2019. 

The police have not been issuing the permit for street ministry for over a year, but 
just yesterday they approved a new permit that has to be accompanied by a 
council permit for street ministry. But we have been getting out the Gospel by 
means of the internet, mp3 recordings, letterboxing, and by mail. We have found 
we can get envelopes containing tracts, invitation, and a personal letter into each 
home for around 19 cents each. So, that's $19 to do 100 homes, and $190 to do 
1000 homes. 3000 were sent out 2 weeks ago to the Beaconsfield area, please 
pray that we will see fruit come from this effort, people being saved and visitors 
coming to church. 
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But getting good sound Gospel tracts has been a problem. Our tracts stocks have 
dwindled since the pandemic started. Getting them from the USA has been 
virtually impossible because of the hold up with postage services from both the 
USA and Australia. It took 5 months to get a letter from the USA. And the 
availability of good, sound Gospel tracts in Australia has been nigh on 
impossible. I ordered the last 1500 tracts from one place in Australia, but that that 
took months to get to us. Took 2 trips 4 hours south of us to get tracts from a 
man that used to have a print ministry, but had to go back to access and get 
them, and only then they only had half a carton left, so I took them all. The print 
shop has been closed for a few years, and the man running the printing press and 
the print shop retired due to ill health several years ago as well. No one took over 
his print ministry or print shop. And sadly, that's what happens out here. Many 
good men, pastors and missionaries have retired, left, or died, and no one has 
replaced them, and the works and churches they have started have declined or 
closed down completely. It's heartbreaking to see all this happening, so that's 
why I have been trying to work with, mentor, challenge, and inspire young men 
here to get on fire for God, and come see the need and pray for God's leading. 
Please pray about this with us as well. 

There are some promising young men who are starting to realize the need, and 
some have expressed their desire to me to get out and get involved in some of 
these outreaches, and outback missions trips. They are also seeing the need to 
take on some of these works and churches that have been without pastors for 
several years, but the border closures and local and interstate lockdowns have 
hindered being able to get with and around these young men to guide, help and 
direct them: so please pray for the Lord to open doors for us and make this 
happen. They are beginning to see how people have been blinded by so many 
things, so many errors, so many false hoods, so many false ideologies, etc., and 
how people have turned their ears way from the truth, and have definitely turned 
unto fables, myths and theories. 

Since I last wrote, Helen and I have had a number of appointments with doctors, 
specialists, physiotherapy, and hospital visits, following up on previous 
treatments, surgeries, etc. I have another specialist appointment in May with the 
Orthopedic surgeon who did my knee 2 years ago. It has been wobbling sideways 
and clunking from the first weeks after surgery. 

In between these appointments I have been around the state a little bit keeping 
busy in the Lord's business, north to Malanda, south to Tannum Sands, also in 
Mackay, and next week to Ayr, North Queensland. 

We had planned to go into the outback for outreach about 4 weeks ago, but we 
had to delay that for a week, because Helen started to have some heart problems 
she has never had in her life, palpitations, murmurs, fast heart rate, skipping 
beats, etc. So after 3 or 4 trips to the doctor, 2 trips to the emergency room (one 
in the ambulance) along with monitoring, scans, xrays, blood tests; the doctor 
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has now put her on heart medication to slow her heart rate down, but he has had 
to change that medication a couple of times, because of creating stomach 
problems for her. So we would also appreciate you praying for her heart to settle 
down, and that her stomach will work properly with the latest heart medication 
she will be taking. 

So after Helen's heart got sorted out by the doctor, we set out on our road trip, 
pulling our caravan, on our outback survey and outreach. Our journey was not to 
sightsee, or do the tourist thing, but took us west (remember this is in 
Queensland, Australia) out through places like Dingo, Blackwater, Emerald, 
Alpha, Jericho, the Galilee Basin which has its own Lake Galilee, the Jordan 
Valley, which has the Jordan River/Creek: (if you don't believe me, look it up). We 
continued out through Barcaldine, Ilfracombe, and Longreach, and smaller towns 
in between. That was the first part of the journey. And most of this trip, we had no 
phone reception, and no internet connection/reception, except for 2 larger towns, 
but more as we headed back east. Very isolated. No ambulances, except for the 
royal flying doctor service. 

In many of these towns, the homes have no letter boxes, but most have 2 guard 
dogs, so we will have to get the Gospel tracts to them by letter, because they 
have to pick up their mail at the nearest post office, where I am sure some, if not 
most have PO Boxes. That does not surprise us, for where we live, we have not 
had a mail service until recently, but even now we don't have a letterbox where 
we live, because we have had to go to the local post office 4 kilometres away for 
years to get our mail from a PO Box we have had before a mail service came this 
way. 

We put tracts where we could in letterboxes in some places like Blackwater and 
Alpha, and tried to give out tracts on the street in places like Barcaldine and 
Longreach and elsewhere. But these folks would not take them, maybe because 
we were strangers, bringing something new, or even strange to them, after all no 
one goes out to those places handing out the Gospel, except for a few Baptist 
Church groups a couple of years ago, to a couple of the larger towns, and 
churches are few and far between, except for the odd church here and there that 
we would not align ourselves with. A heap of us Baptists, missionaries, pastors 
and their people from 3 or 4 different states did outreach in Charleville 13 years 
ago. 

From Barcaldine, we headed south to Blackall, Tambo, and Augathella, and on to 
Charleville. Same story with all these towns. Preached a Sunday to a group of 
believers in a home that once rented a place in Charleville, where they met as a 
church before their numbers dwindled, with families moving away to the big 
cities. 

Leaving there, we headed east on a different highway, through Morven,, Mitchell, 
and Roma, visiting a saved couple in Dulacca, before moving on to Miles, north 
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through Wandoan, Taroom, Theodore, Banana, and back to Kuttabul, where we 
live. The same can be said for all these towns. And I don't mean to bore you with 
all these details, but some supporting churches are wanting more and more 
details, to know what missionaries are doing in these pandemic times to keep 
their people informed. 

So I better quit right here and pass on more information next prayer/newsletter. I 
didn't mean for this to be so long, but there was not much I could leave out, so 
please forgive the length of the letter. 

Thank you again so much for your faithful prayer and support, and our many 
thanks for the generous financial gifts that we have been sent and received. 
Thank you. Thank you. 
 

    Yours in His service, 
  Bernie Hong 

I John 5:11 
E-mail Address      bhongtbm@bigpond.com   or   THEHONGS@bigpond.com 

 
PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU CHANGE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS 

 
 

 


