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MASON PRAYER LETTER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 As your missionaries here in Ilocos 

Norte, we value your prayers more 

than anything. Just knowing that there 

are many that are lift up our name 

before the “Great I Am” gives us 

encouragement to continue on and to 

stand steadfast for our Savior.  
 

I mentioned in the last letter that 

although the towns near us were in 

lockdown we were preserved at that 

time. We were able to continue our 

normal lives and service for 2 more 

weeks. And then everything was shut 

down. The covid cases came into our 

community as a result of the 

vaccinations of the Municipal 

employees. They passed it on to their 

families, and then it spread rapidly in 

our small town. We praise the Lord 

that most, probably close to 99% of all 

the cases, have been with no 

symptoms. But they have been doing 

random testing from each household 

during our rainy season. So the cases 

have gone up. We continued to meet 

with fewer and fewer attendees each 

service until it was announced that all 

religious services were only to be done 

online. So, we are doing it online and 

the church is still open. Occasionally 

we have a few that come in for the 

services if they can bypass the 

checkpoints. We have been told that 

this strict lockdown will end on the 

21st. So we would ask for your prayers 

in this way. It is a challenging time. 

Our church for the most part has been 

preserved from this mess. However, 

we are trying to do our best to help in 

any way we can. So, for the most part, 

all ministries have stopped 

temporarily.  
 

During this time, we have been able to 

fix a backlog of broken things at the 

church, or other minor things that 

needed attention. So we praise the 

Lord for that.  
 

We also praise the Lord for the   

opportunities that several in the church 

have had to share the gospel either online 

or with their neighbors.  
 

Charley Mar and his family have been in 

quarantined for 2 weeks now. They took 

it upon themselves to record a children’s 

lesson online. They also shared with me 

how they have been able to share the 

gospel with some of their friends online 

and discuss Biblical truths. 
 

Leila has had an opportunity to speak 

with several members of her family. It 

works well when you have a “captive” 

audience. Her grandmother died  2 

weeks ago. Many in the church have 

shared the gospel with her. Leila took 

advantage of the lockdown to continue to 

reach her. She did tell us that her 

grandmother professed Christ. And that 

is our hope. 
 

Because of the extreme lockdown, this 

means that no one can go out or come 

into our community unless they have 

special documents. This has been a 

challenge. Our bank is in Laoag. Any 

major shopping in Laoag. The main 

vegetable and fruit market is in Laoag. 

We asked our vice mayor if he would 

give us permission to go to Laoag for 

banking and for some essential needs 

and to purchase medicines for others. 

However, the fear of the possible Delta 

virus has gripped many and the officials 

fear that we would catch it and bring it 

back to our community. So our request 

was denied. This created a great 

challenge. But our God is good. We had 

a decent supply of groceries, and basic 

needs and that has helped us out greatly. 

For the fruits and vegetable, our local 

market is lacking greatly. However, 

Kristi has a “suki” a regular vender that 

she uses. And we had her contact 

number. And she was so gracious to 

gather our fruits and vegetables and then 

find a company in Laoag who would 

deliver to our checkpoint for pickup. 

What a blessing. We were then able to  

pay her online. Kristi has been 

purchasing a few essential items at a 

very small grocery in our area. The 

owner informed her that if we would 

like she has the capabilities to order 

whatever we would like from a major 

store in Laoag. This will be a huge 

blessing for us and Kristi submitted her 

list this week for delivery on Monday.   
 

Our children have continued to have 

their schooling. And this is actually a 

blessing. Technically, this is the 

summertime for the youth. But they are 

spending it in lockdown. So, having 

their classes to keep them occupied is a 

good thing. Kayla will be starting grade 

5 in another week or so. Nathaniel is 

ready for grade 2. And Hudson is ready 

for grade 11. In the afternoons, our 

neighbors come over to play badminton 

or ride bikes in the large yard that the 

Lord had given to us.  
 

Kristi and I have been quite busy. 

Although we cannot visit for soul-

winning purposes, we still prepare our 

lessons and we can contact most every 

family online. I have been allowed to 

visit various families in order to give 

them a little help during this time. We 

also realized that we have quite a few 

projects at the church and even at our 

home. And we praise the Lord that in 

the past months we had purchased many 

of the supplies that were necessary. So, 

we have had many things to keep us 

occupied. And we praise the Lord for 

this.  
 

So technically we have one more week 

of this strict lockdown, and we are 

praying that the authorities will not 

extend it again. Please also pray for 

Hudson and Kayla’s passport renewal in 

September. We will be required to visit 

the Embassy in Manila for this and it 

could be an issue due to the various 

lockdowns.   
 

Thank you again so much for all you do 

for us in Christ.    The Masons 
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